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Three Phases of Natural Gas 

Development

Development Phase (Short Lived/Labor Intensive)

ÅWell-pad and Access Road Construction

ÅLocal collection pipeline Construction

ÅDrilling of the Well

ÅFracturing of the Well

ÅReclaiming some Disturbance

Production Phase (Long lived/Small & Steady Labor Force)

ÅTrucking Water and condensate from Well Site

ÅMonitoring Production 

ÅOccasional Well Work-Overs (partially re-drill/re-frac)

Reclamation Phase
ÅDismantle and Reclaim well-sites 



Jonah/Anticline Fields Direct Workforce

Through The Three Phases:

Graph: Ecosystem Research Group/Jacquet



The Number of Rigs Drive Everything

Number of Rigs = Amount of Development = Size of Workforce = Impact
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1) Where will these Workers Come From?
ÅLocally? (If locally, who will take their old jobs?)

ÅDo they have the skills/experience?

ÅWill they work very long and hard hours?

ÅMore than Likely to be from Out-of-area

2) Where will they stay?
ÅWhich Towns?

ÅWhere are the Company Offices?

ÅTemporary Residence

ÅMotels 

ÅMan camps

ÅRentals

ÅPermanent Residence

ÅRentals

ÅHome Purchase

ÅBring the Wife and Kids?

The Two Big Workforce Questions:



Sublette County Wyoming

ÅPre-boom Population of ~6,000

ÅThree principal towns ïPinedale, Big Piney, Marbleton

ÅMix of tourism economy and production of old gas wells

ÅAverage age increasing ïH.S. Graduate Exodus

ÅSeasonal economy - high winter unemployment 

ÅHigh % of investment income (not blue collar)



Southwestern Wyoming
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Monthly Drilling Rigs
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Scatter Plot of Monthly Sublette County EMS runs and Drilling Rigs in Sublette County,

WY 2001-2007  (Sig. <.001)





Avg. Daily Traffic Northern Marbleton Town Limits 2000-2006
 Source: Wyoming Department of Transportation
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Monthly Sublette County Unemployment Rate 01/90 - 02/07
Source: Wyoming Department of Employment, Research & Planning
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